RISK ASSESSMENT IN LIFTING OPERATIONS.


This procedure is to be followed and adopted prior to lifting operations commence.

Routine lifts that can be carried out by all personnel who have been suitably trained.

	1. Has the lifting operation been preformed previously?

	2. Are there documented procedure/adequate generic guidance available?

	3. Are you experienced with all the lifting equipment and gear to be used?

	4. Has the load been checked and made ready for lifting?

	5. Have you the experience to lift a load of this weight and size?

	6. Is the lift in an area free from obstructions and other possible hazards?


	If there answer to all six questions above is “YES” proceed with 

the lifting operation in accordance with the documented procedures.


	If the answer to any of the above is “NO” proceed to the next section.


Simple lifts that can be carried out by all personnel who have been suitably trained.

	1. Do you know the weight of the load and does the lifting operation appear to be straightforward?

	2. If the load is heavier than you normally handle, do you have the relevant permission and/or authorisation and/or permit?

	3. Is the crane or certified support steelwork (i.e. runaway beam or lifting eye) directly above the load?

	4. Doe the load have certified lifting points (lifting eyes/collar/eyebolts etc) fitted and if not, can slings be wrapped around easily (i.e. no sharp edge, load not fragile etc)?

	5. Is there ample headroom for the lifting appliance and slings?

	6. Is the lift stable (i.e. centre of gravity below the lifting points?     

	7. Is the lift balanced (i.e. centre of gravity in the middle) or fitted with special slings to compensate?

	8. Is the load free to be lifted (i.e. fasteners, released, hold down bolts removed, not jammed)?

	9. Is the removal route clear of any obstructions?

	10. Can the removal (lift, transfer and landing) be performed without cross hauling?

	11. Is there a suitable lay down area and does the load come within the allowable load bearing capacity of the area?

	12. Are you experienced in using all the lifting equipment and gear involved?


	If there answer to all twelve questions above is “YES” proceed with 

the lifting operation in accordance with the documented procedures.


	If the answer to any of the above is “NO” to any of the above check 

with your immediate supervisor. Do not lift, seek advice.


	STOP


	Due to further engineering and/or 

risk assessment being required



	PROCEED 
WITH CAUTION


	OPERATION MUST BE PERFORMED BY

QUALIFIED RIGGING PERSONNEL ONLY

	GO


	PROCEED WITH THE LIFTING OPERATION 

FOLLOWING THE SUPERVISORS GUIDANCE.




The risk assessment must be at a level proportionate to the complexity and the perceived level of hazard.
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